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Symphony “TV show’
goes like gangbusters

BY ERIC E. HARRISON
AREANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

Five by Design has performed
twice before in pops concerts
with the Arkansas Symphony
Orchestra, covering the swing
era in “Club Swing!” and radio’s
heyday in “Radio Days.”

Now the group is back with
“Stay Tuned,” a tribute to the
golden age of TV, with just as
much music but more elaborate
staging, including some fairly
complicated choreography.

The show's world premiere
Friday night with the orchestra
and music director David Itkin
at Little Rock’s Robinson Cen-
ter Music Hall went like gang-
busters.

The setting is a fictional
TV variety show, in which the
quintet — Kurt Niska, tenor;
Terrence Niska, bass; Michael
Swedberg, baritone; Lorie Car-
penter-Niska, and new member
Sheridan Zuther, alto — sings
tunes popular between 1950 and
1964,

The guintet spanned the
spectrum from the Gershwins’
“’S Wonderful” to “The Girl
from Ipanema,” with everything
from vintage commercials to Le-
roy Anderson's The Typewriter
(with Carpenter-Niska as “key-

e
Music

board” soloist) in between.

Among the first half’s hits: a
very vigorous version of “Papa
Loves Mambo” {(mambo-ing
with a microphone in your
hand is harder than it looks), a
“What's That Song” quiz show
and a musical travelogue incor-
porating delightful performanc-
es of “New York, New York,"
“Istanbul {(Not Constantino-
ple),” “Hernando's Hideaway™
(an orchestral showpiece) and
“The Lion Sleeps Tonight” (with
Kurt Niska on the falsetto part
and his colleagues doing the “a-
weem-a-wips”).

After intermission, the or-
chestra scored with a medley
of TV themes, and Swedberg
and Terrence Niska played four-
hand piano players Ferrante and
Teicher for Charlie Chaplin’s
“Smile.”

The quintet, Itkin and the or-
chestra will repeat the concert,
the 2006-07 Acxiom Pops Live!
Series opener, at 8 p.m. today at
Robinson, West Markham Street
and Broadway. For ticket infor-
mation call (501) 666-1761. :




